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MEASURES OF STALEMATE
IN THE GCC CRISIS

Imad K. Harb

The current cxistential crisds in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GEC) began in
May 2017 with a hacking eperation of the Catar News Agensy webs

kar's emir, Sheikh Ta

of falue prosouncements sttribused ta
il The stabemated crisia chearty has deleterioo effects on colls

¥, and overall stsbality in the Middle Fast Ite ingractabiliny has stymisd ||-|h
s and wide counsel by regional ard imsermations] players concerned sbout
the fate of am erstwhile alliance that for chse bo four decades was the center of gray
ity and guarantor of stability for the Arsb world. This situation makes cleat tha oaly
compromise and 4 healthy dose of humility and contrition by those who peecipitated
thae crités may resatve it and help restoee the entente’s stabiliry.

This paper investigates mansestations of the stakmate that characterizes the cur
sent GOC crivis, which shified dangerouly when the May 23, 2017 hacking operation
tmred o bure 5, 2007 knto 2 diphomatic conflict that threstens the fate of the GOE. On
that day, Sandi Arsbis, the Unised Arsh Esnirstes (UAK), Rahrain, and Egypt severed
diploeatic velations with Qutar srd imposed & land, ses, and sir sege and blacksde
that iolated It from the eeig The blockading depict the peminsu
Lar nation as & sponsor of terroeium, & tradtor 10 GOC usited sction, & collsborsto
Leam, and & theeat b0 secusity and stability. Indeed. the crisis has become & defining
moment in the politics of the Gulf region ard a case study of how a mamber of iler.
vening domestic, regional, and international variables may coslesce bo cause the col
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